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SUBJECT:  ARGENTINE  SENATORS  SEE  OPPORTUNITY  AND  RISKS  IN  NEW  POLITICAL  LANDSCAPE  REF: 

(A)  BUENOS  AIRES  1115  (B)  BUENOS  AIRES  1038  (C)  BUENOS  AIRES  0800  Classified  By:  Ambassador  E.  Anthony  Wayne  for  reason  1.4  (b)  & (d). 

f.  1 . (U)  Summary:  Argentine  Senate  president  Pampuro  again  privately  criticized  the  government's  handling  of  the  agricultural  sector  crisis,  wl 

agricultural  export  taxes.  The  first  couple's  declining  poll  numbers  and  rising  public  concerns  over  issues  like  inflation  had  changed  the  dyr 
attempt  to  recover  power,  with  dangerous  consequences  for 

Argentine  democracy.  End  Summary.  2.  (U)  Visiting  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  Professional  Staff  Member  Carl  Meacham  and  State  WHA/BSC 
(FPV),  with  FPV  Senators  Miguel  Pichetto  and  Guillermo  Jenefes,  and  with  two  opposition  members  of  the  Senate  Friendship  Committee,  Maria  Euger 
vote  was  that  all  former  governors  in  the  Senate  (i.e.  those  with  executive  experience)  voted  against  the  government  bill,  including  Vice  Presi 
government.  They  both  criticized  Cobos,  asserting  that  no  U.S.  president  would  have  tolerated  a dissenting  vote  from  his  vice  president.  Neve 
f7 . (C)  Jenefes  expressed  support  for  stronger  ties  between  the  U.S.  and  Argentina,  saying  that  he  was  not  in  favor  of  a "Venezuelan-Argentine 
trade.  The  Senate  Opposition:  Cautiously  Optimistic  but  Concerned 

8.  (C)  Senators  Estenssoro  and  Sanz  were  in  agreement  that  the  prolonged  GoA  confli 

Kirchners ' ruling  style,  in  particular  its  nascent  authoritarian  impulses  and  the  GoA's  apparent  lack  of  will  or  ability  to  address  both  growir 
statistics.  10.  (SBU)  Pressed  by  Meacham  as  to  why  the  Argentine  Congress  or  judicial  system  did  not  demand  greater  accountability  of 
INDEC  (the  national  statistics  agency  reporting  on  inflation)  or  other  executive  agencies  violating  the  law,  Estenssoro  and  Sanz  described  a ti 
governance  history,  forceful  questioning  of  the  executive  had  often  meant  the  collapse  of  a government,  something  that  most  opposition  members 
the  U. S . -Argentina  relationship  and  that  all  sides  served  to  benefit  from  more  positive  USG  ties  with  the  Government.  Meacham  also  cautioned  Ss 
seeing  an  aspect  of  the  upcoming  electoral  cycle,  even  the  party  conventions  (which  they  acknowledged  might  be  coming  up  too  quickly  for  theii 


